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In The Garden
Spring is just around the corner, so it's time to don your gardening gloves
and channel your inner horticulturist.
Can you identify these plants featured in the Bible by their pictures below?

Lake Hanska 3:30 PM

Faith 7:00 PM
February 25 Love Never Fails
March 4 Love Covers All
March 11 His Love Endures Forever

March 18 My Grace Is Sufficient
March 25 Build One Another Up

Join Us For Worship!
If you are searching for a church home or are currently a member,

Faith & Lake Hanska observe the “Open” communion policy —

|
|
|
we want to extend a warm welcome to you. ]
|
for all people in Christ are welcome at our Lord’s Table. |

\




March madness, a phenomenon every year in the NCAA world of basketball. 68 teams compete for
the prestige of being crowned the national champion — this occurs in both the men’s and women’s
arena. This tournament lasts into April — very remindful of the season we are currently in.

March madness is an annual tournament that turns offices into betting meccas with pools created
and studies show a significant drop in productivity. Excitement arises and talks around the water
coolers replay the previous evenings events. And the build up to championship weekend in April is
intense.

Unfortunately, the excitement of our Lenten season does not match that of March madness.
Services are sparsely attended and even the grand finale of our championship called Easter is not
as jam packed. Tickets for the NCAA championships are hard to get and expensive as well. Seating
at churches is easier to come by. Why is that? Some will tell you that the tournament only comes
around once a year so it’s really important. Easter and the good news of Jesus’ resurrection only
comes around once a year also — and its importance far outweighs any basketball championship by
an immeasurable amount.

My prayer for all of us is that we get excited for our March madness leading up to our championship
Sunday of Easter. Talk about it around the water cooler — visit with friends at the café — and
remember there is a sure bet for us. Christ died and rose again for our sins — he did all this because
of his love for us — let us show our love for him with our March

madness.

Just one of you in Christ - Ralph

LOST EARRING! It can be claimed by
contacting the church office.

i)

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR MARCH

Date First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel
Sunday, March 1 Genesis 12:1-4a 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 John 3:1-17
Second Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 8 . . .
Third Sunday in Lent Exodus 17:1-7 95 Romans 5:1-11 John 4:5-42
Sunday, March 15 . . . -
Fourth Sunday in Lent 1 Samuel 16:1-13 23 Ephesians 5:8-14 John 9:1-41
Sunday, March 22 . . A -
Fifth Sunday in Lent Ezekiel 37:1-14 130 Romans 8:6-11 John 11:1-45
Sunday, March 29 Isaiah 50:4-9a 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11  Matthew 26:14-27:66

Palm Sunday or Matthew 27:11-54
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Lake Hanska
Melissa Engelhart
Jim Lilleodden
Cheryl Doe
Bonnie Lilleodden
Beth Kral

Lake Hanska
Not available at printing
Faith
Thursday, March 12", 7:00 PM

Sherri Gustafson, Mary Feder

Julia Young, Patty Young

Faith

Lori Pietsch President

Randy Gustafson Vice President
Stacy Reed Secretary

Randy Gustafson, Arlo Feder Financial Secretary
Jane Piepgras, Kathy Guyer Treasurer

Pam Anderson, Stacy Reed, Trustees

Ben Odegard, Chad Becker

Lori Pietsch, Cindy Lehman, Deacons

Brian Kjelshus,
Norman Skarphol
Pam Kjelshus,
(Position Open)

WELCA Coordinator
BOLD NAMES = Joint Executive Board

Stephanie Odegard, Tammy Krebs, Board of Education

Bonnie Lilleodden

Vital Statistics

Attendance Offering
Faith
January 25 Annual mtg $ 1,609.00
February 1 28 $ 1,447.00
February 8 31 $2,892.00
February 15 47 $1,781.00
February 22 30 $ 635.00
Lake Hanska
January 25-Canceled $
February 1 33 $ 680.00
February 8 35 $ 1,870.00
February 15 30 $ 505.00
February 22 16 $ 325.00
February 18 - Ash Wednesday - Canceled

' e’

Friday, March 6th
kaorld Day

: -SF-@ 7:2(}/ -

Please pray for ALL serving in the Military

~ both here and abroad ~

JAC Gunderson
ANDREW McCumber

KADEN Johnson
ANDREW Peterson

The Madelia Food Shelf Open House will be held on
Wednesday, March 25t from 3:30 to 5:30 PM. The
location is 421 Dill Ave S - Swimming Pool parking lot.

Men’s Morning Out

. Saturday, March 14™ & 28"
- 8:30 AM
. Dean Neumann’s

Ruth Bible Study

Monday, March 16"
9:00 AM
Lake Crystal American Legion
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Happenings in the Parish

Funerals
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Thrivent Choice
Dollars

need to be
directed by
March 31%

Social Media for our Churches
Faith:
Website: www.faithlutheranmadelia.org
Facebook.com/FOSParish
Lake Hanska:
Facebook.com/Lake Hanska
Lutheran Church

CONFIRMATION CORNER ~ March

4 6:00-7:30 PM Class & Lenten Service .
1 6:00-7:30 PM Class & Lenten Service
18 6:00-7:30 PM Class & Lenten Service (Piepgras)
25 6:00-7:30 PM Class & Lenten Service .




Water’s Edge Ministries
(formerly Green Lake Lutheran Ministries)

Norman Skarphol, Lake Hanska, and [-Barb Overlie attended the annual meeting on February 10,
2025. We were served a very nice luncheon buffet before the meeting started.

State of the organization was given by Executive Director Travis Aufderheide. 2025 was another
busy year for the 3 camps.

Just a few statistics:
187 Ordinary Time participants over a 5 week plus 1 weekend period
86% of the year was filled with retreat ministry activities — 10.2 groups per week
515 -day campers at 15 congregational sites
831 -participants (55 groups) in the Serve Boldly program — 9 partner communities + 133
service organizations. 35 Serve Boldly staff from 10 states & 3 countries
39 -summer camp staff serving 3 camps & 15 day camps from 6 states and 11 countries

Thankfully the annual giving has continued to increase, which includes the annual quilt auction,
Dinner Theater, & Waters Edge campaign. Staffing still continues to be a top priority. Most young
people can get other summer jobs that pay better. Thankfully the positions have been filled by
very capable people.

This year’s winner of the “Dave Eliason Advocate of the Year” Award was given to Pastor Ann
Rosendale.

It is always fun to visit the camp and hear of the things they are doing. If you have any questions,
feel free to contact either Norm or myself.

Submitted by Barb Overlie (Faith Lutheran)

Wellspring FIA
Exercise Program for People 60+ Years

Tuesday and Thursday at 10:00 AM Faith Lutheran Church Social Hall
* Always available to sign up anytime *

These exercises are specifically geared to older adults and all can be done while sitting in
a chair or standing by a chair. They are FREE and provided by WELLSPRING.

* CALL 507-375-1276 TO REGISTER! *

ANSWERS: 1: Olive 2: Mustard 3: Fig 4: Cedar of Lebanon 5: Pomegranate 6: Hyssop

Prayer Concerns
It was decided that, due to names we don’t even recognize, Prayer Concerns will be purged in March. This 1s for both
general and cancer prayer concerns. If you have someone you want kept on or added to the list, please contact the
church office by phone (507-642-8500-leave a message if necessary), by email (office@faithoursaviours.org),
or by talking to Ralph Flitter (phone 507-317-4204 or email flitterralph@gmail.com). We will be keeping names on the
Prayer Concerns for 2 weeks. After that, they will be removed. IF you want them on longer you will have to contact
someone again. Thank you for understanding this new policy and for your help in keeping people on our prayer lists.



Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes —Feb. 12, 2026

President - Lori Pietsch V. President - Randy Gustafson
Secretary - Stacy Reed Treasurers - Kathy Guyer, Jane Piepgras
Deacons - Sherri Gustafson, Cindy Lehman, Mary Feder

Trustees - Ben Odegard, Chad Becker, Pam Bocock

BOE - Julia Young, Patty Young

Secretary’s Report:
Reviewed January minutes as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report:

January expenses were $ 9,694.22 and receipts $11,343.50. We will transfer $5,000 from the checking
account back to the building fund, which was borrowed from over the past years to meet monthly
expenses.

Trustees Report:

Ben reported he had a visit with the Grinnell insurance representative. He noted that we needed to bring
some of our policies/protocols up to date. Ben shared those items with the council. It was stated Ben and
Ralph will look into this with the Synod and report back at the next meeting. Trustees will schedule a
service call with local electricians to look at a few lighting issues and the bell tower.

Deacons:

Confirmation report- the confirmation students took a field trip to New Ulm to visit the lvy House (crisis
house) and the Numas House (homeless shelter for women and children). The students will also be
participating in a pledge drive for the Madelia Food Shelf over the next week. Upcoming dates:

« Council Installation — Sunday, March 15"

« Confirmation- Sunday, May 3™

o Senior Graduation Recognition- Sunday, May 17th

Board of Ed:
JAM made and distributed Valentines to nursing home residents and local shut ins. The last day of JAM will
be the last Wednesday of April

Ralph’s Report:
January’s schedule consisted of a 2-day seminar, outreach visitations, Watonwan River Valley conference.
Continuing education courses are taking place in February.

Motion to accept reports was made by Randy/seconded by Ben.

Old Business:
Discussed needing more cranberry-colored hymnals; we are short 39. Ralph and Lori researched the
purchasing. Cost is $ 26.50/hymnal through Augsburg Press.

Chad made a motion to purchase the 39 hymnals with monies from the Memorial Fund.
Ben seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously.

Update regarding the visiting committee: a list/spreadsheet needs to be gathered with names/addresses.
This list will be divided among the volunteers.

New Business:

Julia inquired again about 1°* Communion classes; Ralph will check with Lake Hanska and hopes to have a
class done by Easter. Kathy has been working on a new church website. It will have a new name, making it
easier for people to find when searching. It is also very user friendly and will contain a calendar of events
and the monthly newsletter.

The new website is: faithlutheranmadelia.org

Motion to adjourn was made by Ben and seconded by Mary.
Respectfully submitted, Stacy Reed-Secretary




Faith will be having the Easter Garden again this year.
Order forms will be available soon so keep an eye out for them.

2026 Watonwan River Conference,

On February 22, 2026 at 2 p.m. Ralph Flitter from Faith, Melissa Engelhart and Jim Lilleodden
from Lake Hanska, attended the Watonwan River Conference Assembly at Augustana Lutheran
Church St. James MN. It was well attended as there are 22 Churches on the roster in our
Conference.

Conference Dean, Pr. Andrew Hermondson Olson, current Office holder, was replaced by Pastor
Dave Nelson of Trinity Lutheran Church of Sleepy Eye. Conference Secretary Lisa Schumann was
replaced by ( sorry name ??) for a 2 year term.

Discussion on the Synod office remodeling: is coming along but a ways to go yet. Part of the
building has been rented out and being used. Also discussion on Green Lake Bible Camp now is
Waters Edge Ministries and financial items are still under Green Lake Bible camp. Augustana
Association Meeting is December 4, 2026, for anyone eligible, up to 4 members. It was brought up
that our Synod is 53 pastors short at this time.

Coffee and bars were served and the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by Jim Lilleodden

News from Lake Hanska Lutheran Church

Food Shelf Report We began 2026 by bringing in 21#. Place your donation/s in the box in the nar-
thex. Any non-perishable items of food, hygiene, and cleaning supplies have been provided in the
narthex. Thank you for your blessing of love.

WELC Quilters Report The quilting ladies made 3 quilts in February putting us up to 6 done. We are
looking forward to having another productive year. We have several quilt sets waiting to be made up
yet from our purchase in 2025. We would love to have others come join us for a fun-filled gathering.
We are always grateful for any materials, yarns, threads, and cash donated to our group to make it
possible for us to continue this mission.

Bible Study Bible Study will be held Wednesday, March 4™ at 10:15 AM. Ralph Flitter leads us in a
more in-depth study of the gospel from the previous Sunday. This is a very informal time and everyone
is welcome and encouraged to join us.

Living Meadows General Store The Activity Department at Living Meadows at Luther is always
looking for donation of lotions, soaps, body sprays, hygiene care items, toothpaste, coloring books,
large crayons, Word Find and other activity books, snacks and sugar-free candies, room decors,
stuffed animals, and other small items to place in their General Store for residents to purchase or win
while playing Bingo. A basket is provided in the Narthex.

Snow Removal Season The best effort will be made to keep the parking and sidewalk clear for your
safety. If you are able, and see a chance to help out, it would be so very much appreciated. A broom,
shovels, and salt are provided near the west door of the Narthex. If you have a blower, blade, or
scoop, the trustees will be forever grateful for your help in cleaning the parking area and sidewalk.
Mange Tuk!!



March 2026 Faith ~ L.ake Hanska

God's People. . . Leading Others to the Love of Jesus

1 Communion 2 3 4 I_ENT 5 6 7
9:00 AM Faith 10:00 AM 3:15-5:00 PM 10:00 AM
10:30 AM Lake Hanska Chair Yoga at Faith | j A M. - 15t Presbyterian | Chair Yoga at Faith
11:15 AM
Pray without Ceasing 3:30 PM Lake Hanska
at Living Meadows 6:00-7:30 PM
1:00 PM Confirmation at Faith
second Su ndoy Coffee & Communion Food Shelf Tour
IN LENT at Living Meadows 7:00 PM Faith
8 Communion 9 10 11 12 13 14
Daylight Saving Time Begins 10:00 AM 3:15-5:00 PM 10:00 AM 8:30 AM
9:00 AM Faith Chair Yoga at Faith J.AM. - 1t Presbyterian Chair Yoga at Faith Men’s Morning Out
10:30 AM Lake Hanska 11:15 AM
Pray without Ceasing | 3:30 PM Lake Hanska
at Living Meadows
6:00-7:30 PM
° Confirmation at Faith .
ThirdSunday 7:00PM
IN LENT 7:00 PM Faith Faith Council
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00 AM Faith 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 3:15-5:00 PM 10:00 AM
10:30 AM Lake Hanska Ruth Bible Study Chair Yoga at Faith | y A M. - 15t Presbyterian | Chair Yoga at Faith
11:15 AM
____ | Pray without Ceasing | 3:30 PM Lake Hanska
. | | atLiving Meadows
Stick o 6:00-7:30 PM
Fourthu ndq tc ‘ # Confirmation at Faith
T e | Deadlinel_ 7:00 PM Faith
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 AM Faith 10:00 AM 3:15-5:00 PM 10:00 AM 8:30 AM
10:30 AM Lake Hanska Chair Yoga at Faith | j A M. - 15t Presbyterian | Chair Yoga at Faith Men'’s Morning Out
11:15 AM
Pray without Ceasing | 3:30 PM Lake Hanska
at Living Meadows
6:00-7:30 PM
M Confirmation at Faith
FifthSunday
IN LENT 7:00 PM Faith
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
9:00 AM Faith 10:00 AM -
10:30 AM Lake Hanska Chair Yoga at Faith G OO D
THURSDAY | FRIDAY
Pray without Ceasing
’ 1)) at Living Meadows 3:30 PM at
‘ Lake Hanska 7:00 PM Faith
(Pafm Sunday
Faith Lutheran Church Lake Hanska Lutheran Church

306 Abbot Ave SW ~ Madelia, MN 56062
Phone: 507-642-8500
Facebook.com/FOSParish

Website: www.faithlutheranmadelia.org
E-mail: office@faithoursaviours.org

17923 115™ St ~ PO Box 65 ~ Hanska, MN 56041
Phone: 507-439-6635
(FB) Lake Hanska Lutheran Church

Ralph Flitter ~ Synod Authorized Minister
Cell Phone: 507-317-4204 E-mail: flitterralph@gmail.com




Slnce we mlssed Ash Wednesday, the foIIowmg is the message you would have heard

Practicing Righteousness
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Tonight’s lesson teaches us to do three key elements of righteousness - giving, praying,

- and doing good. And it stresses that these things are to be done behind the scenes not in a

- show of publicity or personal approval ratings. Yet isn't it ironic that this is the night when
we have ashes rubbed on our foreheads for all to see when we leave this place. But, just
- like the family who bows their heads in prayer at La Plaza or other restaurants - this isn’t
- being done to draw praise from others or to draw attention to ourselves. It is simply

- following our love for God.

Our text from the First Nations version of the NT begins with “Beware of doing good just so

- people can see you” and yet just 9 days ago | spoke about being the salt of the earth and
“ letting your light shine so others can see! Doesn’t that seem like an oxymoron? Well,

~ interpreted wrong, it may seem so. But being salt of the earth and being a light to the world
- was talking about community. These things needed community to be effective. We wish for

the community to be seen and recognized for who we are. However, this text is talking
- about you, me, as singular beings. It is saying that our actions are to be done in secret,
_ reflecting true piety rather that a performance for others.

The point of Jesus’ comments is not that religion should always be practiced in private and
- good deeds kept a secret, but that one should not practice religion or perform good deeds

~ in order to attract positive attention to oneself. Another way to state it is to have
- righteousness for God, not applause.

EJesus gives some mighty interesting examples of what it means to give, pray and do good

- privately. He says do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing! When gifts
- are given to the needy or you fix a neighbor’s fence or shovel their sidewalk - don’t go

- bragging about it at the bakery or Embars - not like others who do that pretending to be

- what they are not. When you lift up your voice to the Great Spirit - find a hidden, quiet

- place - do not be like those who stand in the pathways or in a crowd with a loud voice so

- all can hear. He tells us that if we do these things like giving, praying, fasting or doing good

~ deeds for his sake, we will reap our rewards in heaven. We can leave this earth without a
- peace prize, or a trophy for the biggest donator, or a certificate of praise for our deeds,
~ knowing we have a greater reward awaiting us in heaven.

Our passage ends with familiar phrasing of “For where you store your valued possessions

- is where your heart will be.” We often misinterpret this message. We think that where we

- spend our money is what we care about the most. Jesus’ point is not that where we put our

- treasure reveals what sort of people we are, but rather where we put our treasure
- determines what sort of people we become!

This Lenten season - let us reflect on our actions of praying, giving, fasting, doing good -
~ as our piety and determination to do them for God - not ourselves.



“This Lent, | pray you are sustained by the
sure and certain promises of Jesus Christ
even as you live in the realities of daily life.”

1N\
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A
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+ Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return. +
+Bishop Dee Pederson
The season of Lent begins as worshipers receive the sign of the + cross on their foreheads and hear again the words from the Ash
Wednesday liturgy: “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.”

Simple. Humbling. Ominous. Powerful.
As a pastor, I tremble to speak those words.

e You never know if this will be the last time you trace that ashen cross on someone’s forehead - because before the next Ash
Wednesday, you may stand at their grave and say the words echo it, “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

e And when a parent comes forward carrying a young child in their arms, I take a breath and pause, wondering whether they really
want me to speak those foreboding words over their sweet child.

This year, those words of Ash Wednesday feel all too close and true. Individually, we may not sense it. But the reality of our fragility,

mortality, and “dustiness” surrounds us:

e Beloved friends, family members, and church leaders die unexpectedly.

Congregation members choose conflict over reconciliation or collaboration.

Our black and brown children and grandchildren carry their passports at all times because - you never know.

Neighbors who were not born in the U.S. - people of color - suddenly disappear from the restaurants, stores, and farms we know
here in greater Minnesota.

o Refugees brought here by our social service organizations are taken away.

e  Church members hide away in fear, afraid to go to work or bring their kids to school.

o Teachers struggle to support the students they miss.

e  Church members and leaders face criticism as they stand for justice.

You may or may not be experiencing some of those realities yourself. Many out here are afraid to voice our concerns. Some churches
seem to have galvanized in recent weeks, while others seem to have grown more divided.

But here is the thing: we need each other. We are church together.

That is not true because we all think the same thoughts or go through the same life experiences. We are church together because Jesus
Christ has made it so. Claimed in the name of the + Holy Trinity, we believe that our sins are forgiven and that we are held in God’s love
forever.

We do not have the same gifts and we do not have to agree on everything, but we are united in living the way of Jesus.

This means that if someone in my church, my community, or community down the road is struggling, it is my calling to love that neigh-
bor in whatever way I can. It means paying attention. It means recognizing that my neighbor’s needs are real. We are church together.
We bear one another’s burdens. And this year, without a doubt, we remember that we are dust and to dust we shall return.

As this reality grounds us, I pray that you will be rooted even more deeply in the promises we hear in the readings for Lent. The prom-
ises of:

the power of God’s word;

salvation for this world God loves so much;

receiving living water;

opened eyes that truly see;

life out of death; and

a procession of humility, peace, justice, and love.

Even as Lent begins with the familiar words of dust, so it unfolds with God’s promises of mercy and steadfast love.

Last year, we began leaning-in to a synod assembly theme focused on “joy.” This year, we lean towards “hope.” The cross + of Ash
Wednesday reflects the cross of Holy Baptism. The ashes may disappear; the cross of baptism remains every day. It may not be visible
in a mirror, but it is seen as we “live among God'’s faithful people, hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, proclaim the good
news of God in Christ through word and deed, serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and strive for justice and peace in all the
earth.” (ELW, Affirmation of Baptism, p. 236).
This Lent, I pray you are sustained by the sure and certain promises of Jesus Christ even as you live in the realities of daily life. St. Paul,
writing to the church in Rome, put it like this:
Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.
(Romans 12:11-13)



The Grape Vine
Faith ~ Lake Hanska
Main Office Address
306 Abbot Ave SW
Madelia MN 56062

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
~ March 2026 ~

Worship Schedule

Every Sunday: 9:00 AM @ Faith

Every Sunday: 10:30 AM @ Lake Hanska
Faith Office Phone: 507-642-8500

Lake Hanska Phone: 507-439-6948

Faith Email: office@faithoursaviours.org
Ralph Flitter Email: flitterralph@gmail.com

Office hours:
Joyce: Every afternoon except Friday
You can email the office with any information.
You can call Ralph at 507-317-4204, Joyce at 507-642-8500,
your church president:
Faith: Lori Pietsch 507-317-4634 Lake Hanska: Melissa Engelhart 952-836-9564
or email the church at: office@faithoursaviours.org
or Ralph at: flitterralph@gmail.com
for your church needs or assistance.

Faith ~ March ~ 9:00 AM In-Person & LIVE on Facebook

Communion is the 1% & 2" Sunday of each month
Altar Guild: Barb Overlie, Joyce Stensland

Reader Accompanist
March 1 Barb Overlie Audrey Anderson
March 8 Mya Hanson
March 15 Mya Hanson
March 22 Audrey Anderson
March 29 Audrey Anderson

PLEASE SIGN UP - YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR SERVICE BETTER!
x T )L SEg EE

Lake Hanska ~ March ~ 10:30 AM In-Person & LIVE on Facebook

Communion is the 1% & 2" Sunday of each month

Altar Guild: Jane Ahiness, Pam Kjelshus

Ushers Accompanist
March 1 Melissa Engelhart, Charlie Pladsen  Audrey Anderson
March 8 Melissa Engelhart, Charlie Pladsen =~ Mya Hanson
March 15 Lynn & Taylor Ahlness Mya Hanson
March 22 Lynn & Taylor Ahlness Audrey Anderson

March 29 Sue Stoesz, Lanna Raatz Audrey Anderson



mailto:office@faithoursaviours.org

